ABOUT THE DEMO DATABASE, “IMAGES IN ACCESS DATABASES”


Access Data Image Sample





This Access 97 database is intended to illustrate three approaches to handling images in databases used by Microsoft Access – whether the tables are in Access or Linked.





In addition, there are some other features and functions illustrated:





The main switchboard form, frmMainSwitchboard, although not really a form for handling data has a RecordSource of tblSysInfo, to demonstrate using a table to customize an application for particular users, customers, or circumstances. Certainly, the simple title information used here is but the beginning of what can be maintained in such a table. In this case, by binding frmMainSwitchboard to the table, no code was necessary to read and use it – if there were additional fields in that same record to supply other customization, hidden controls on the form could be used to retrieve that information and it could be saved without writing additional DAO or ADO code to retrieve it. 





Also on the main switchboard, each label beside a command buttons each has click event code. That code simply executes the Click procedure for the associated, but not “attached”, command button. Thus, the user can click either the command button or the text to take the desired action.





Each type of image storage example has a base form that is a continuous form view showing the records of that type. Double clicking any Control on any line will cause the detail form to be opened for that record, showing the picture. In this demonstration, no search facility has been implemented. Since it is anticipated that this database will be executing under Access itself, not the runtime, Access’ Find, Search, or Filter features could be used to locate a particular record.





It should be noted that this is a demonstration database, not a production database, so it will not have all the polished features that a production database would have. For example, there is little validation provided except that the requisite values may not be empty or blank. Little provision is made to block user actions that may result in error, although each procedure where an error is likely both to occur and to matter if it does, has an error handler. There is no logging of updates, modifications, and deletions, and there is no logging of errors. For simplicity, separate forms are used for data entry and display, and those forms have limited additional function – an example is that there is only a single form for each type of image storage that allows deleting the record. In short, it is intended to be “solid” and “straightforward” code but not intended as an example of what a production database application should be.





The VBA code in modules used in this demonstration is not original, and no claim is made that it is. The basBLOB code for reading and writing file information to / from Binary Large Objects (BLOBs) came directly from the Microsoft Knowledge Base article Q103257. Another Knowledge Base article, Q158941, supplied the information for setting necessary properties to fill an OLE Object directly from a file. The code in basGetOpenFileName was obtained from the Frequently Asked Questions site for the comp.databases.ms-access newsgroup at http://www.mvps.org/access, to which it was donated by its author, Ken Getz. A search of the newsgroup archives at http://www.deja.com uncovered the code for using the API to obtain an unused temporary file or folder name. I do not remember who posted it, but don’t recall they claimed originality. This all goes to show that there are so many sources of information about Access development that it can be easy to find code and explanations. Code that would require a great deal of research, time, and trial and error to develop can easily be obtained if you are prepared to spend a minimum of time researching a subject in Access development.





The sample images provided are photographs taken by the author on a 1977 visit to New Orleans, and have been placed in the public domain for use at your convenience and pleasure.





Finally, be advised that this information is provided without promise of support, warranty, or representation of any kind, according to the terms shown on the opening screen of the database. Provided you accept complete responsibility and assume all risk, you may use it as you wish. Please do NOT attribute its authorship – I am unable to provide any support, particularly the free support that many subsequent users might expect.


